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WHAT IS THE SOUTH SUBURBAN   AIRPORT?

The vision for the South Suburban Airport involves 
designing and constructing a supplemental, commercial 
service airfield that will serve the greater Chicagoland 
area.  Located conveniently outside of Chicago, a major 
transportation hub in America’s heartland, the South 
Suburban Airport will offer travelers and businesses an 
expanded array of options in air and freight travel to 
meet their growing transportation needs.





HOW LARGE AN AIRPORT IS PLANNED?

INAUGURAL:   ~ 4,500 ACRES (PURCHASED), 7 MI2

ULTIMATE:   ~ 25,000+ACRES, 40 MI2

(Note:  O’Hare Airport area is 7,200 acres, 11.5 MI2 )

______________________________________

EXHIBITS:  LAND ACQUISITION STATUS, FUTURE 
AIRPORT PROPERTY MAP







View Your Property







HOW WILL THE AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION BE FUNDED?

IDOT is exploring various public/private partnership (P3) structures to develop a 
business plan for the project. Under these structures, a private partner may be 
selected by IDOT through a competitive procurement process to develop, finance, 
construct, manage, operate, or maintain, or any combination thereof, the South 
Suburban Airport. 

In addition to the ongoing land acquisition (~ 4,500 acres), IDOT is working with the 
Federal Aviation Administration to develop an airport master plan and complete the 
environmental approval process for the project. 

Jobs will be created for construction workers to build the airport, employees hired for 
airport and airline operations, cargo, security, concessions, trucking and logistics, 
restaurants, hotels, rental car businesses and retail establishments. Potential 
economic benefits include the creation and retention of more than 11,000 
construction jobs, and 14,000 + long-term jobs.



HOW DOES THE STATE GOVERNMENT ACQUIRE THE LAND?

When a local, state, or federal government decides to acquire private property for 
the larger public good, the government  uses Eminent Domain, which essentially 
means the government can take private property for public use. The property owner 
is entitled to just compensation and he/she does not have to approve of the sale.  

Once the government has decided to acquire the property and has come up with a 
reasonable appraisal of how much the property is worth (fair market value) it will 
offer the property owner a partial payment made by the government as 
compensation for the land being acquired.  



If the owner does not wish to sell, the government files the appropriate court 
action to exercise the right of eminent domain.  A hearing will be scheduled where 
the government has to show that the monetary offer is reasonable and the 
property is indeed being taken for public use.  
During the hearing, the property owner is allowed to respond to the claims made.   
If either side is unhappy with the decision, they have the right to appeal.

At the end of the legal process, Illinois DOT will likely win its case and acquire the 
land. The South Suburban Airport is moving forward with much land already 
purchased, under contract or in condemnation.

DUE DILIGENCE
This refers to research on the history of land use of the property to be acquired, 
including environmental conditions.



SCOPE OF SERVICES

The scope for a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) is designed to 
achieve the objective of identifying RECs in connections with the Property, by 
following the practice of All Appropriate Inquiry. Thus the scope comprises four 
components used in concert as specified in ASTM Standard E-1527-13 (Section 7).

- Records Review – Historical and regulatory. The latter includes database entries 
from online sources, and Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests from local 
regulatory agencies. Historical land uses must be examined for the prior 60 years.

- Site Reconnaissance – Walkthrough of interior and exterior, with observations of 
adjacent and neighboring properties.

- Interviews –The owner, or manager, occupant or prospective buyer, and local 
public officials as available.

- Report – Evaluation and reporting of findings. Consultation with the client 
regarding the environmental implications,  necessity for further research and 
remediation of adverse conditions, if warranted.







































QUESTIONS?


